Well, I'm going to talk about the Er yué ér, l6ng taitéu which is literally the dragon raising his head on the second of
the Chinese February. The record of this day as a celebrated festival starts in the 14th century and in the Yuan Jin
era. And my hometown Tianjin was built in that era about that century.

GFng, JREGHM Eryue er, long taitou, FHEABHZ “ T T, BEHAREY o B H H RSN 14 AT,
TUE R MIRMI A REE,  FUEAE AR F AR R -

GFIE, FREVHE Eryue er, long taitou, FIEEHE “ TH T, K7 o XA HECRIA T 14 4,
TOE A TRMIEK 2 K, HURAEBANFEARRN .

About the origin of this festival, what accepted version is that the start of the Chinese February or equally during
the second through fourth solar terms of the Chinese year, namely the spring showers, the insects awakening and
vernal equinox. That is the generally this season when the climate on the earth, the climate in China get wetter.
And this is crucial for a promising agricultural production.
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And | think the Asian people would naturally imagine of a heavenly dragon. It raises his head and pours those
showers down on that day. And that is possibly the reason for the name of this festival people calling is The Dragon
Raising His Head.
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And another version of the origin is that in the Chinese like like celestial theory there are 28 stars in the heaven
and the area seven to the east. And this seven to the east would form a dragon like shape. It is called the Dongfang
cangléng, and in the, well literally it's just a white or pale dragon on the east. And this Dragon would change its
shape in the start of every Chinese February. The head would emerge from above the horizon and its body would
remain underneath.
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This phenomenon usually just accompanies the rainfall... the upsurge in the rainfall in the early spring. And that is
possibly why the ancient people would relate dragons to those increased rain fall. And this, in the past, this festival
would indicate many dragon related customs. Like giving sacrifices to the imaginary dragon or praying to it for a
better rainfall and crop production in the following year. And there were also some accompanying activities like
putting some seeds on the floor, all the way to the water thing. And people think that would attract the virgins or
attract the wealth to their home.
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And actually nowadays Tianjin there's only trace of this festival left. One custom | am familiar with is eating baozi is
literally something stewed and it looks like a partially transparent soft cake. And in some other regions it is made
from soft potato flour and in some regions from pork. But in Tianjin it's made from mung beans and water. It is

later stewed and will become a semi-transparent. It is light green and somewhat elastic.
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Well, traditional Tianjin people would do the complete cooking step themselves at home. But now | think it's pretty
natural to see on that day people go out to the street and buy some prepared ones from the sidewalks. There will

be some little carts selling prepared ones or they will go to the market for some prepared ones.
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Now what we need to do is only take it home and slice it and stir fry, and maybe combine with some vegetables
and seasonings and eat. | think many traditional and like borrowed customs have now reduced to just a day to eat
a specific type of food. Or if it is like a legal holiday maybe people will go shopping. | think many festivals are
reduced to just this, and | think that is kind of a pity. That's the end of my speech.
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